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This monograph is concerned with two 
foundational principles of English property 
law: the principle of relativity of title and the 

principle that possession is a source of title. It is 
impossible to understand the relationship between 
possession and ownership in English law unless 
one has a sound understanding of these principles. 
Yet the principles have been interpreted in different 
ways by judges, practitioners, and academics. 
Features
•	 Provides a sustained analysis of two foundational 

principles of English property law: the principle 
of relative title and the principle that possession 
is a source of title

•	 Examines several central concepts in the law of 
property, including possession and ownership

•	 Advances new arguments in support of the 
claim that possession of land gives rise to a fee 
simple and traces the development of the law

•	 Shows that the architecture of land law and the 
law of personal property are far more similar 
than many believe
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